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Yet, sir, it cannot be denied that many powerful rea-
sons may be brought against any new occasions of expenses
nor is it without horrour and astonishment that any man,
conversant in political calculations, can consider the enor-
mous prolusion of the national treasure. In the late
dreadful confusion of the world, when the ambition of
France had set half the nations of the earth on flame, when
we sent our armies to the continent, and fought 1he general
quarrel of mankind, we paid, during the reigns of king
William and his great vsuccessour, reigns of which every
summer was distinguished by some important action, but
four millions yearly.

But our preparations for the present war, in which
scarcely a single ship of war has been taken, or a, single for-
tress laid in ruins, havo brought upon the nation an ex-
pense of five millions. So much more are we now obliged
to pay to amuse the weakest, than formerly to subdue the
most powerful of our enemies.

Frugality, which is always prudent, is> at this time, sir,
indispensable, when war, dreadful as it is, may be termed
the lightest of our calamities; when the seasons have disap-
pointed us of bread, arid an universal scarcity afflicts the
nation. Every day brings us aceotwts from difierait
parts of the country, and every account is u new evi-
dence of the general calamity, of the want of employment
for the poor, and its necessary consequence, the want of
food.

He that is scarce able to preserve himself, cannot bo ex-
pected to assist others; nor is that money to be granted to
foreign powers, which is wanted for the support of our
fellow-subjects, who are now languishing with diseases,
which unaccustomed hardships and unwholesome provi-
sions have brought upon them, while we are providing
against distant dangers, and bewailing tho distresses of the
house of Austria,

Let us not add to the miseries of famine the mortifica-
tions of insult and neglect; let our countrymen, at least,
divide our care with our allies, and while we form schemes
for succouring the queen of Hungary, let us endeavour to